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1. Summary 
A comprehensive fleet of worldwide proven, extremely durable, and time-efficient, entry-

level sailing dinghies will allow Nelson Yacht Club to provide a more attractive 

service/experience to the sailors who currently come through the club as well as giving the 

wow factor to encourage more people into the sport of sailing. 

 

Nelson Yacht Club has identified key ‘entry points’ to sailing that it must focus on to 

maximise the accessibility of sailing to Nelsonians, thereby ensuring a successful future for 

the Club, and raising the profile of Nelson as one of New Zealand’s premier sailing locations. 

These entry points are: 

 Younger Kids (8-12yrs) 

 Young Teenagers (13-16yrs) 

 Adults (16+) 

This initiative aims to provide suitable equipment, as well as a well structured programme of 

available training, to make learning to sail an easy, accessible, fun, time-efficient, and safe 

experience for people in all three of these demographics. To keep prices as low as possible, 

we do not factor in the purchase of boats – hence the need for a fundraising project. 
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NYC has raised funds and invested in a fleet of:  

6 Topaz Uno – kids & teenagers double-hander, adult single-hander 

6 Euro Opti – kids first sailing boat 

1 Topaz Omega/Xenon – adult training boat 

 

NYC used a multi-source approach to achieving the budget: 

Investment from the Club’s savings 

Trust & Charity Applications, and donations for the 6 Euro Opti 

Corporate and individual sponsorship packages for Topaz Uno & Omega/Xenon 

Club and ‘crowd’ fundraising to make up any shortfall and or extra expenses 

 

Timescale: 

Stage 1:  Fundraising plan finalised and adopted by NYC - Completed 

Purchase 3 Topaz Uno with Club investment – Completed Dec 2012 

Stage 2: Applications submitted to as many funding agencies as we can – Completed 

  Sponsorship Packages finalised and advertised – Completed 

Stage 3: Fundraise for and order 3 more Topaz Uno – Completed Oct 2013 

Stage 4: Fundraise for and order 6 Euro Opti – Completed Oct 2013 

Stage 5: 1 Topaz Omega/Xenon ordered – Completed Apr 2014 

Stage 6:  A second Topaz Omega/Xenon ordered – On hold 

 

Going Forwards: 2015 and onwards! 

Stage 7: Sell sponsorship packages to replace sails on the 6 Topaz Uno 

Stage 8: Fundraise for a replacement Patrol Boat. 

Stage 9: Fundraise for and order 8 new plastic Optimists to replace the remaining 

ageing Optimist Learn to Sail fleet. 

 

NYC will “press go” on each stage of the project once full funding is achieved for that stage.  
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2. Supporters of the Project 

Nick Smith MP 

544 Waimea Road, Annesbrook, Nelson. 

 

  

PO Box 3197, Richmond, Nelson  

Phone: 03 546 7910 

 

 

Raphaella Carver, Chairperson, NBYTRA. 

 

Tim Fraser-Harris, Nelson Watersports Limited. 
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3. Why sailing is such an important part of our lives in Nelson 

Nelson; synonymous with the sun and sea, is renowned as a centre of marine industry. The 

port of Nelson is in an idyllic location and there is a strong link between Nelson as a 

commercial marine centre and Nelson as a marine leisure destination. In "Port Nelson's" 

own words: 

"Port Nelson is at the heart of the Nelson community, both in location and spirit, and is vital 

to the ongoing economic and social well being of the Nelson region. We strive to play our 

role as a good corporate citizen by contributing to the vibrancy of life in Nelson through a 

range of sponsorships and investments supporting business, sports, and culture." 

 

With the backdrop of Haulashore Island, the iconic Boulder Bank and the Western Ranges, 

Nelson Haven is a spectacular venue for sailing activities and a strong link between the 

leisure and business marine communities. The sight of sailing boats in the harbour 

completes the scene and, through the Nelson Yacht Club, there is a new and powerful 

opportunity for local business to promote and enhance itself. 

 

Ever since 1857, when William Akersten first saw the potential for regular sailing events in 

Nelson, there has been a strong history of the Nelson marine industry supporting and 

promoting sailing. A new committee and influx of many new members has recently given 

the Nelson Yacht club a renewed vibrancy. This has brought about an ambitious proposal to 

build on this energy, to the mutual benefit of the yacht club, business and youth. Through 

various means, including investment of club funds, fundraising activities, private donations, 

and grants from the Lion Foundation and Pub Charity, Nelson Yacht Club has managed to 

fund a significant investment in sailing equipment. 
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4. Sailing opportunities currently on offer in Nelson 

There are a number of different sailing organisations in Nelson which, working in harmony, 

and with some investment in new equipment, can provide fantastic opportunities for kids 

and adults alike to try, learn, and progress in the sport of sailing. 

 

 

Nelson Yacht Club is the oldest yacht club in New Zealand, with a long and prestigious 

history dating back to 1857. It has one of the best locations of any yacht club in the country 

with excellent facilities and easy access to fantastic sailing waters. Its prime location makes 

it a highly visible advertising space and the more activity on the water, the better exposure 

sponsors will achieve. 

 

This year Nelson Yacht Club’s school holiday programme gave more than 100 children the 

chance to learn to sail or windsurf – double the number from recent years. It also runs 

beginner sailing sessions for a number of local schools. A small number of these kids move 

on to the Green Fleet and start sailing regularly, a few go further and race competitively at 

regional and national regattas. For example, Burty Meffan placed 28th in the NZ Optimist 

National Championships in 2015. The club also runs a programme of adult “Learn to Sail” 

training over the summer. 

 

Over the 150+ yr history, Nelson Yacht Club has produced some extremely talented sailors 

who have shone on the international stage. For example, Rex Sellers, Olympic Gold and 

Silver medal winner, and a current Club Member. 
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The Nelson Bays Youth Teams Racing Association (NBYTRA) has been extremely successful 

at raising money over the past few years, which has provided for an excellent Teams Racing 

programme within secondary schools in Nelson. However, over the last couple of seasons it 

has been noted that there are less experienced sailors joining the school’s teams and more 

novices. Historically, kids would have learnt to sail at Nelson Yacht Club and by secondary 

school age would already be competent sailors, ready to embark on the fun, exciting 

challenge of Teams Racing. Many of the kids would also sail in Club Racing on Saturdays. 

 

Through this project, Nelson Yacht Club and Nelson Watersports aim to re-establish this 

progression and work in partnership with NBYTRA to provide a unified sailing pathway for 

young people in Nelson. 
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5. The benefits of introducing someone to sailing 

Sailing not only uses physical skills but, perhaps more than any other sport, develops 

intellectual skills. It is a sport that requires the sailors to take responsibility for themselves, 

their crew and for the boat. It is sensitive to nature and the environment, also requiring 

attention to changing conditions and appropriate reactions. Sailors learn valuable lessons 

and develop many transferrable skills and attributes that will help them advance in work, in 

business and in life generally. 

 

Sailing is a powerful forum through which to learn essential life skills, about adjusting 

attitudes, taking wins and losses in your stride, never getting too high or too low. This is an 

activity that is appealing on any CV, making the applicant stand out. Regardless of the 

reason for sailing and your background, sailing offers many life lessons that help shape 

values and behaviours for later life. Sailing is also a sport to be enjoyed, one which often 

remains with you for life and which can be participated in and enjoyed at any age. 

 

Developing awareness and understanding of the marine environment is extremely 

important for all of us. Someone who has capsized a sailing dinghy and feels at home in the 

water is less likely to panic in an emergency situation on the water; whether that be sailing, 

kayaking, fishing, recreational boating or any other activity afloat. Nurturing respect for 

marine wildlife and the ecosystem that supports it will result in people taking more 

responsibility for, and care of our marine environment. Getting out there on, in, and around 

the water is paramount in this educational process. 

 

The huge variety of disciplines and ways to enjoy the sport range from competitive racing at 

Club, National, and International level in a vast array of different boats; to recreational 

sailing and cruising in boats of all sizes; lifelong careers in the leisure, travel, and superyacht 

industries; all the way to solo round the world yachting! 
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6. The Problem/Need - Why NYC required a comprehensive approach 

Junior Learn to Sail – Whilst great for young children, the small size and appearance of the 

Optimist makes getting into sailing as a teenager a less attractive prospect. With all the 

competing activities available these days, people miss out on sailing. To attract kids and 

teenagers of all ages, Nelson Yacht Club needed a more suitable boat such as the Topper 

Topaz Uno. Through a grant from the Lion Foundation and investment of club funds six of 

these boats were purchased and the club has seen a corresponding growth in teenagers 

getting into, and sticking at, the sport of sailing.  

 The sails on these boats are now wearing out due to the constant use. NYC needs 

to replace the sails, which provides an opportunity for local/national companies to 

sponsor the new sails and get their branding out there! 

 

The new Euro-Opti is a self draining version of the Optimist. They allow for greater flexibility 

with sessions and do not suffer from the traditional plastic Optimist’s weakness of filling up 

with water/swamping. The Pub Charity provided a grant with which Nelson Yacht Club was 

able to purchase 6 of these boats in 2013 to replace the worst of the existing fleet. 

 NYC now needs to replace the remaining 8 coloured plastic Optimists. 

 

When the wind gets up, sessions need to be restricted and fewer boats allowed on the 

water. With the new Topaz Omega an instructor can take up to 4/5 kids in the boat with 

them and sailing time is maximised. 

 

Adult Learn to Sail - The adults who have learnt in the Topaz Uno have loved them, and 

they are now regularly using them to practice and progress. The Topaz Omega has allowed 

the club to run GrabOne Tasters and make someone’s first steps into the sport of sailing less 

daunting and more enjoyable. The bigger boat has also allowed instructors to run more 

advanced courses and develop a new sailor’s skills further. An asymmetric spinnaker and 

trapeze provide the adrenalin, whilst the Omega is also great for teaching Seamanship Skills. 

 

 NYC now needs a new Patrol Boat to cope with an increasing number of sailors. 
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7. Crossover Benefits 

This comprehensive investment in the training fleet has multiple cross-over benefits. E.g:  

 The Topaz Uno, whilst primarily needed to teach teenage kids, also provides; 

o a stepping stone for relatively inexperienced sailors outgrowing 

the Optimist, on their way to a Starling / Laser 4.7.  

o a forgiving single-hander that can be used in conjunction with the 

Omega to provide a flexible and comprehensive course for adults 

learning to sail. 

o a fleet of 6 simple adult single-handers that can be used to teach 

people to race in – durable construction allowing for inevitable 

collisions. 

o a suitably durable and simple boat that can be used to hire to 

club members, tourists and the Nelson public to generate a small 

income and provide for maintenance and the long term 

sustainability of the project. 

 The Topaz Omega primarily to teach adults, also provides; 

o a large boat in which an instructor can take a number of kids out 

for a joyride, and thrilling experience  

o a suitable boat to run cost-effective ‘Tasters’ marketable on 

GrabOne to attract newcomers to the sport. 

o Asymmetric spinnaker and trapeze from a stable platform that 

will allow us to run higher level training for adults and kids alike. 
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8. How can you get involved? 

 Purchase one of the following corporate branding packages to gain valuable local 

exposure and help the club replace the sails on the fleet of Topaz Unos. 

 Make a donation towards the purchase of new boats. Please visit our “givealittle” 

page http://www.givealittle.co.nz/cause/newboats  

 Promote Nelson Yacht Club’s fundraising events/activities to your networks – a 

company intranet, Facebook & other social networks etc... 

 Come along and support the events and activities. 

 

9. Sponsorship Packages Available 

Stage 8 - The Topper Topaz Uno is an extremely 

versatile boat that will fulfil many roles for the 

club. A more suitable boat for teenagers to learn 

to sail in, a kids double-hander, a forgiving adult 

single-hander, and a hire-boat. The boats have 

already been used and praised by adults and kids 

learning to sail, as well as the Club instructors 

working with them.  

 

By buying one of the following sponsorship packages and having your company’s branding 

on the sails, you will enable Nelson Yacht Club to purchase replacement sails for the 

existing boats and enable regular turnover of the fleet . 

 

We have 6 sponsorship packages available at $1000+GST each, which entitle the sponsor 

to: 

 Display branding on the mainsail of one Topaz Uno for 3 years (N.b. A basic printing 

cost is included, but any complicated/multi-coloured designs will involve an extra 

cost. Any design/artwork costs will be met by the sponsor).  

 A Standard Advert on the NYC website for 3yrs – valued at $309+GST 

 

http://www.givealittle.co.nz/cause/newboats
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10. Key contacts 

Geoff Pitcaithly – Commodore - 548 7154 – chrisandgeoff@slingshot.co.nz  

Bruce Lissant-Clayton – Vice Commodore - 0211006165 – blc@clear.net.nz   

Tim Fraser-Harris – Sailing Manager - 02102503767 - info@nelsonwatersports.co.nz  

mailto:chrisandgeoff@slingshot.co.nz
mailto:blc@clear.net.nz
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